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SUB J : PRESS TREATMENT OF VIETNAM EVENTS 

REF: YAOUNDE 1519 

1. IN MEETING WITH PRESIDENCY ASSISTANT SECGEN SENGAT KUO MAY 2 
ON OTHER SUBJECTS, I EXPRESSED MY SHOCK AND DISAPPOINTMENT OVER 
LANGUAGE OF EDITORIAL THAT HAD APPEARED THAT MORNING S ISSUE OF 
CAMEROON TRIBUNE TITLED "AN EMPIRE COLLAPSES" (REFTEL). MY PRIN- 
CIPAL POINTS WERE THAT U.S. CAN ACCEPT CRITICISM OF ITS POLICIES 

ON VIETNAM (AND CAN DEFEND THEM). WHAT WAS PARTICULARLY DISTRES- 
SING ABOUT EDITORIAL WAS THE OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE USED WHICH SOUND- 
ED AS IF IT CAME STRAIGHT OUT OF A COMMUNIST HAND-OUT. IF CAMEROON 
TRIBUNE, AS I BELIEVED, WAS TRYING TO PROJECT AN IMAGE OF AN OB- 
JECTIVE NEWSPAPER, EDITORIAL IN QUESTION CERTAINLY BELIED THIS. 

2. SENGAT KUO REPLIED THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN THE EDITORIAL BUT FROM 
WHAT I HAD TOLD HIM HE COULD STATE IT DID NOT REPRESENT GURC'S 
POSITION AS REFLECTED BY ITS POLICY OF MAINTAINING RELATIONS WITH 
BOTH THE GOVERNMENTS OF SOUTH VIETNAM AND PRG. HE COMMENTED THAT 
ALTHOUGH HE IS CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CAMEROON 
TRIBUNE, HE DOES NOT ACTIVELY SUPERVISE ITS ACTIVITIES. IN GEN- 
ERAL THERE HAS BEEN A TENDENCY TO GIVE THE PAPER A CERTAIN FREE- 
DOM TO EXPRESS AN INDEPENDENT VIEWPOINT THAT WAS NOT NECESSARILY 
THAT OF THE GOVERNMENT. A NUMBER OF STAFF MEMBERS OF THIS NEW 
PAPER ARE RELATIVELY INEXPERIENCED WITH THE RESULT THAT NEWS- 
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3. 1 OBSERVED THAT CAMEROON TRIBUNE SPONSORSHIP WAS SUCH THAT 
READERS WOULD ASSUME ITS EDITORIALS REFLECTED GURC ATTITUDES AND 
POSITIONS. HE DID NOT DENY THIS BUT COMMENTED THAT TO ACHIEVE 
SUCH CONTROL A MEMBER OF THE POLITICAL BUREAU WOULD HAVE TO BE 
GIVEN DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUPERVISION OF THE PAPER AND 
THIS WAS NOT DESIRED. 

4. WE WILL BE WATCHING OUTPUT OF CAMEROON TRIBUNE TO SEE IF MY 
INTERVENTION HAS HAD ANY EFFECT. SHOULD THE OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE 
CONTINUE, WE WILL MAKE A MORE FORMAL PROTEST. 

MOORE 
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